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 Since 2004, the Bres-
lin Center has been home to 
the states high school bas-
ketball semifinals and finals. 
In 2017 a report was sent out 
from the MHSAA that named 
Van Noord Arena at Calvin 
College the new home for 
these games, but only for the 
girls.
 “We would have 
preferred to keep the Girls 
Basketball Finals at the 
Breslin Center, but could 
not because dates this year 
and in the future conflict 
with the NCAA Women’s 
Basketball Tournament and 
Michigan State’s potential 
opportunity to host first and 
second-round games,” said 
Geoff Kimmerly, Media and 
Content Coordinator for the 
MHSAA. 
 This crushed many 
girls’ dreams of being able 
to play on the floor of the 
Breslin Center, especially 
forward Allison Peplowski 
(’18). When she found out 
the guys would still be able 
to play at Breslin in the years 
to come, she was upset, feel-
ing the situation bordered on 
discrimination. 
 The schedule for the 
2018-19 season is flipped, 
making the boys start ear-
lier to avoid a conflict at the 
Breslin Center between the 
college tournament and the 
high schools finals. 
 “It’s disappointing 
for sure. It appears to be that 
the girls’ teams were thrown 
to Calvin without much 
thought. But then, when the 
boys are unable to play at 
Breslin because the NCAA 
women’s tournament days 
were moved later, conflicting 
with their tournament, they 
proceeded to flip the seasons 
so that the boys will now 
play first just because they 
want the boys to be able to 
play at Breslin,” said Pep-
lowski.

 The actions that the 
MHSAA made were inter-
preted by the team as a clear 
message: that girls’ basket-
ball comes second to boys. 
“The MHSAA claims that 
they could not hold the boy’s 
finals at any other venue in 
the state because there would 
not be enough seats’ [I don’t 
think this] is as truthful as it 
sounds. Anyone that has ever 
been to a finals for girls and 
boys knows that they never 
open up the upper bowl of 
Breslin to fans,” said Pep-
lowski. 
 So why did the boys 
finals not change to allow 
all teams to be played at the 
same venue? 
 “Unfortunately, 
we had no other buildings 
available to host the Boys 
Basketball Finals – and we 
were open to considering 
any that could handle the 
size of that event’s crowd. 
The class D-A and Class C-B 
championship games drew 
an average of 9,000 fans and 
the Class A Semifinals drew 
more than 11,000. We could 
have played both girls and 
boys at Calvin, for example 
– but then would have had 

to turn away possibly more 
than 20,000 fans. Our girl’s 
session average last year was 
4,000 fans, which fits the ca-
pacity at Van Noord Arena,” 
said Kimmerly.
 “We understand the 
disappointment,” he went 
on,    “I’m sure we 
will look at opportunities to 
put both Basketball Finals 
back in the same building in 
2020 and moving forward. -- 
I don’t think it’s a bad arena 
but it is smaller and it’s not 
the ‘road to Breslin’ like it 
always has been.”
 Maddie Watters (18’) 
noticed the size disparity. 
“It’s not the big venue that 
every girl dreams to play at. 
Also, Van Noord Arena isn’t 
as centralized as the Breslin 
is, so teams coming from 
areas like Detroit or south-
ern Michigan won’t draw as 
many fans. I think the MH-
SAA should reconsider their 
decision; they are purposely 
switching it for the guys to 
be able to continue playing at 
Breslin. Although girls don’t 
draw the attention that guys 
do, MHSAA needs to stop 
undermining girls’ teams.”
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 For captains Cole Kleiv-
er (‘18) and Frankie Toomey (‘18), 
March means winning, and this 
year is no exception. The Hornets 
head into the state quarterfinals 
tonight against a Benton Harbor 
team that has only lost once this 
year. Kleiver and Toomey were on 
the Hornet varsity team two years 
ago that made it all the way to the 
semis at MSU’s Breslin Center.
 After winning their 6th 
CAAC title in a row and their third 
straight district title with a 51-43 
wire-to-wire win over Haslett, the 
Hornets entered the regionals at 
Fowlerville with a 20-2 record. 
 “The Haslett game was 
filled with a lot of adversity, it was 
exhilarating,”  said Kleiver. 
 The team knew that 
Haslett would present a big hurdle 
if the were to get back to Breslin as 
they did two years ago. Last year 
they advanced to the quarterfinals 
and lost a tough 54-51 game to 
perennial power, River Rouge in 

the last minute of the game, ending 
their season. This year, they hope 
to make it to the final four and 
beyond. 
 “We have unfinished 
business,” said Toomey. “The feel-
ing last year after our loss to River 
Rouge [in quarters] is still one that 
stings, but getting back to Breslin 
would erase that feeling.” 
 After districts, the 
Hornets defeated Ionia, 62-44, in 
the semis, and won a hard-fought 
battle against Marshall in the 
regional finals, 48-40. 
 The Redhawks put on a 
good offensive display in the first 
quarter after taking a 12-5 lead into 
the 2nd quarter. But the Hornets 
would have an answer with a 
stellar defensive quarter as they 
held Mashall to 3 points in the 2nd 
quarter. The Hornets would win a 
game that was never separated by 
more than 5 points until late in the 
game.   
 Like every other team 

in the tournament, injuries have 
played a pivotal role during 
the regular season; injuries that 
included two starters in Sean Cobb 
and Case Conley who each sat out 
3 weeks. Heading into the tourna-
ment, though, the Hornets have 
been at full strength.
 “It takes work like any-
thing else to get back to 100%,” 
said Sean Cobb (‘19), “but once 
you get back playing, it means a 
lot more than before.”
 The boys are now 22-2, 
with the only two losses occurring 
earlier in the season to Warren 
Delasalle and Howell, two class A 
schools. Since the new year began, 
they have not lost, running off a 
streak of 17 wins in a row. 
 Tonight the team faces 
a tough Benton Harbor team that 
will try to speed the tempo by 
pressing.
  “We have to break the 
press and rebound,” said Case 
Conley (‘19).
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 We were ranked No. 
1 for most of the season, but 
now, through adversity we 
have found out who we are 
as a team. Our team started 
out the season 14-0 and after 
losing two starters, both 
Paige and I, we still were able 
to clinch an outright league 
title.  We entered districts 
with a 17-3 winning record, 
advanced past the first team, 
Haslett, and went on to chal-
lenge Fowlerville for the 
third time for the district title. 
The adversity really kicked 
in for our team when it came 
down to the final minutes of 
the district final game and 
we were still short just a few 
points. 
 The difficulty came 
into action when we had play 
back to back games with only 
eight players while Fowler-
ville filled their whole bench. 
Not having two key starters 
began to wear on the play-
ers. As the game went on, 
the more emotions surfaced, 
the girls did not stop fight-

ing down to the final buzzer 
where our golden season 
came to an end. There was 
not a dry eyed girl on the 
court that night. This team 
had a special bond like no 
other; every girl clicked with 
one another and had each 
other’s backs on and off the 
court. 
 I am so proud of the 
way the girls fought through 
all the hardships that were 
brought on this season. They 
were forced to play through 
unexpected injuries and still 
were able to hold it together 
as a team without falling 
apart and giving up. This sea-
son ended in a way we did not 
want, to a team we did not ex-
pect, but we chose to let this 
fall pull us together and make 
us stronger, not necessarily 
on the court but as people.
  We have all strug-
gled in new areas together, 
with adversity we never 
planned to have. We leaned 
on each other to get better 
and heal. Girls’ Season: Maddie Watters (‘18) laughs during a game with Allie Sherrer. 

The Boys head to Ionia today to take on Benton HarborIonia-Bound
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Regional Champs! Caleb Smith (‘18) and Case Conley (‘19), celebrate after beating Marshall to advance to the state quarterfi-
nals. Mitchell Cook (‘20) also seems pleased. 

TEAM: (Left to right) Mitchell Cook (‘20), Joe Hahnengerg (‘19), Sean Cobb (‘19), and Case Conley (‘19) celebrate a three. 

Above Left: (from left to right) Paige Basore (‘20), Maddie Watters (‘18), and Allie Sherrer (‘19) helped lead their team to an-
other CAAC White title and a 19-3 record. Above right: Cole Kleiver leads the boys into Ionia for tonight’s quarterfinal action.


